
2. ANGLER CODE OF CONDUCT  

Anglers/Coaches participating in any B.A.S.S. sanctioned event shall observe this code of conduct and 

the applicable rules for the specific event in which they are participating. Anglers, parents and family 

members of Anglers shall, at all times, conduct themselves in a manner becoming of professional anglers 

that will not reflect unfavorably on B.A.S.S. , its members, officers or representatives, tournaments or 

sponsors. To this end, anglers, parents, coaches, faculty members, friends and family members of 

anglers shall use their best efforts to demonstrate professionalism and integrity in support of the sport 

of professional fishing. Any angler, parents and family members of anglers who violate any of the 

provisions of the Angler Code of Conduct may be subject to forfeiture of tournament winnings, 

suspension from competing in individual B.A.S.S. sanctioned events, permanent ban from competition, 

or any combination thereof deemed appropriate by B.A.S.S. Anglers are frequently in the public eye 

and are considered role models; therefore, it is imperative that tournament competitors demonstrate 

good sportsmanship in fishing. Sportsmanship is defined as fair play, respect for opponents and polite 

behavior while competing in the sport. (i.) Following are examples of unacceptable behavior by 

competitors in B.A.S.S. events that will be cause for penalties as outlined in this document.  

• Heated public disagreements with B.A.S.S. officials, other competitors and fans and volunteers during 

an event. 

• Public attacks through media, including social media, upon the integrity of B.A.S.S. rules or officials.  

• Public comments that an angler knows, or should reasonably know, will harm the reputation of 

B.A.S.S., B.A.S.S. officials or its sponsors  

• Displays of anger and displeasure for reasons related to fishing competition where members of the 

public, including other anglers, spectators and the media, are present. 

• Publicly questioning or criticizing a tournament official or official decision, ruling or penalty except 

through the proper channels.  

• Abuse (physical, verbal, threatening or slanderous) of tournament officials, volunteers, fellow 

competitors or others connected with a B.A.S.S. event including comments on social media. • 

Offensive or slanderous comments with racial, cultural or sexual overtones regarding event officials, 

event personnel or fellow anglers.  

• Intentionally interfering with a fellow angler’s ability to compete. Any disqualification, suspension or 

other disciplinary action imposed by any tournament or fishing organization may result in 

disqualification from 

MEDIA COMMENTS, PUBLIC ATTACKS  

The favorable public reputation of B.A.S.S. as a sanctioning organization in the sport of fishing, the 

integrity of its officials, and the reputation of its media properties are valuable assets and tangible 

benefits for B.A.S.S. Accordingly, it is an obligation of competitors to refrain from comments to the news 

media that unreasonably attack or disparage the integrity of tournaments, tournament officials, 

sponsors, fellow members, fellow anglers or the B.A.S.S. organization. Competitors, parents and/or 

family members are encouraged to express themselves and have the right to question the rules officials. 

Responsible expressions of legitimate disagreement with B.A.S.S. policies are encouraged as opposed to 

attacks upon the integrity of the rules or officials. However, public comments that an angler, parents 

and/or family members knows, or should reasonably know, will harm the reputation of B.A.S.S. ,B.A.S.S. 



officials or sponsors shall be considered conduct unbecoming a professional and will result in 

disciplinary action. 


